THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
as she. The future seemed secure, for James had no son by
his Catholic second wife, Mary of Modena—whom many be-
lieved to be incapable of bearing children after her last illness.
The opposition could afford to wait. So things stood when, in
December 1687, it was rumoured, then confirmed, that the
Queen would bear a child.
The Expectation of an Heir. All things changed. The
child that was to be born might be a boy, and if it were the
immediate succession of Mar}', with William of Orange at her
side, would be certainly long deferred and most probably
debarred altogether. The great hopes of the oligarchy were
imperilled.
A campaign of falsehood began at once, malign and utterly
unscrupulous. The Queen's pregnancy was denied in pamphlet
and story; the people were filled with an absurd lie that the
whole thing was a plot to prepare in due time for the substitution
of some other man's son as the King's. It is good proof of the
depth of weakness to which the English monarchy had fallen
that such demonstrable lies1 could not be checked or their
authors punished.
James was not aware of the vast change which the expectation
of an heir, to the exclusion of William and Mary, had made. It
sounds incredible, but it is true. He chose the moment when the
tide was rising highest to commit the chief blunder of his reign.
Order for the Declaration of Indulgence to be read in
the Churches. The great Edict of Toleration had been out
a year. He republished it on April 25, 1688, with a preamble
in defence of civic appeasement and religious liberty for all,
telling the people what they might make of a united England,
and added that it would certainly be confirmed and made law
by Parliament when it should meet in the autumn. But ten
days later, on May 4, he and the Council issued an order to the
bishops that the arguments for toleration and the edict itself
should be read from the pulpit of every church in London a
fortnight later (on Sunday, the 2Oth), and at every country
church on the Sunday after, the 27th, and the two following.
The Song's object was the thorough publication of the docu-
ment to all, a thing only to be effected in those days by the read-
ing of it in all the churches; but his effort was a direct challenge
1 Of these Burnet, whom William later made Bishop of Salisbury, was
the most zealous propagator.
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